
MODEL UN DEBATE
TEACHING CIVICS THROUGH



WHAT IS MODEL UN DEBATE?

▸ Debate is a sport which encourages 
students to be critical and engaged 
advocates for issues they care 
about. 

▸ Model UN Debate is a style of 
debate based on the rules and 
format of the United Nations. 

▸ Students/teams represent countries 
and debate on issues of 
international significance.



WHAT IS THE UN?

▸ This form of debate is based on the rules 
and procedures of the UN. 

▸ Specifically, it mirrors the rules of the UN 
Security Council which: 

▸ Comprises of 15 countries. 

▸ This includes 5 permanent countries 
(USA, UK, Russia, France, China). 

▸ And 10 rotating countries. 

▸ The UN discusses matters of international 
significance (global epidemics, human 
rights, international conflict)



CURRICULUM LINKS

▸ Y8: Rights and Freedoms that enable 
active participation within the bounds 
of law (ACHK061)

CURRICULUM DEBATE TOPIC
▸ Y8: Debate on upholding rights and 

freedoms and cultural conflict (gender 
equality, freedom of religion, LGBT+ rights)

▸ Y10: Any topic focusing on conflict 
resolution or UN peacekeeping forces.

▸ Y10: Australia’s role and responsibilities 
at a global level - foreign aid, UN 
involvement (ACHK091)

▸ Y10: Debate on ICESCR, ICCPR,  
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People, World Heritage Sites.

▸ Y10: Australia’s ratification of 
international agreements and impact 
on policies and laws (ACHK093) 

▸ Y9: Foreign interference in elections 
(Russia and 2016 US Elections.

▸ Y9: How social media is used to 
influence people’s understanding of 
issues (ACHCK076) 



OVERVIEW OF PROGRAM

1. Students are allocated into teams 
and given a country to represent. 

2. Students then conduct research 
on the history, context, economy, 
and strategic interests of that 
country [1-2 weeks] 

3. Students are given a debate topic 
in the form of a ‘Resolution’. 

4. Students debate various aspects 
of the resolution to further their 
country’s interests [1-2 lessons]



DURING THE DEBATE

▸ There are a number of rules and 
procedures within the debate: 

▸ Delegates must nominate to speak 
by raising their placard. 

▸ Delegates may propose amendments 
to specific clauses and debate these. 

▸ Delegates can have one-on-one 
conversations with other delegates in 
a ‘negotiation room’. 

▸ Delegates can ask each other ‘Points 
of Information’ (questions) at the end 
of speeches.



BENEFITS OF THIS ACTIVITY

▸ Develops broad range of skills: 

▸ Research 

▸ Analysis 

▸ Communication/Public Speaking 

▸ Teamwork 

▸ Intercultural Understanding 

▸ Problem Solving

▸ Highly engaging for extension/
gifted students: 

▸ Emphasis on inquiry. 

▸ Holistic development of 
transferrable skills. 

▸ Real life application of classroom 
learning.



SCAFFOLDING & RESOURCES

▸ Running this activity for new 
students requires scaffolding: 

▸ Researching their country’s 
context and stance. 

▸ Finding appropriate resources on 
country and topics. 

▸ Preparing speeches. 

▸ Procedures for the debate itself.

▸ Available resources that you can 
use: 

▸ Scaffolded booklet to help with 
research. 

▸ Country specific resources and 
topic specific resources. 

▸ Speech templates and guides. 

▸ Document outlining procedures 



FURTHER INFORMATION

▸ Contact me: 

▸ anish.badgeri@education.wa.edu.au 

▸ Education NFPs on Model UN: 

▸ United Nations Association of WA | www.unaa.org.au  

▸ UN Youth Australia | www.unyouth.org.au 


